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AFFORDABLE CARE ACT IS
HELPING PEOPLE

(Ms. BASS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. BASS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to support the Affordable Care Act and
to urge this House to sustain President
Obama’s veto of the legislation to re-
peal it.

During our last recess, I visited St.
John’s Well Child and Family Center,
an anchor in the south Los Angeles
community that provides quality
health care for the community regard-
less of the patient’s ability to pay.

The Affordable Care Act has enabled
St. John’s to expand and improve its
facilities and increase its services, in-
cluding updating and modernizing its
children’s dental services. This is an
example of the dental clinic.

Because California embraced the law,
St. John’s is now able to serve over
53,000 new patients. Repealing the law
would be detrimental. As St. John’s
Executive Director Jim Mangia told
me: Repealing the Affordable Care Act
would strip away health insurance
from 26,000 of St. John’s patients. That
is 26,000 patients from that one clinic
alone.

Our primary goal in Congress should
be helping people, not voting away
their health insurance.

—————

REMEMBERING DONALD “BUDDY”
WRAY

(Mr. HILL asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor the life and legacy of one of
Arkansas’ most treasured business
leaders, Donald ‘‘Buddy” Wray.

Mr. Wray, the former president of
Tyson Foods, in Springdale, died late
last month at the age of 78. Buddy
spent more than 40 years with Tyson
Foods, growing and supporting good
jobs in Arkansas.

Buddy was an avid hunter, an out-
doorsman, and a proud fan of the Ar-
kansas Razorbacks. He spent much of
his time helping our local commu-
nities. In particular, he was an avid
member of the Kiwanis Club in Spring-
dale.

Buddy’s work and legacy has been
recognized by numerous organizations,
and he was inducted into both the Ar-
kansas Agriculture Hall of Fame and
the Business Hall of Fame. He has left
a lasting impact on our State and will
be greatly missed by all of us.

I extend my respect, affection, and
prayers to his many friends, family,
and loved ones.

———————

SECURE OUR SKIES ACT

(Ms. TITUS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, human traf-
ficking, which affects more than 21
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million people worldwide, is an insid-
ious crime that we must rout out wher-
ever it exists. That is why today I am
joining with my Republican colleague,
Congresswoman BARBARA COMSTOCK, to
introduce the Secure Our Skies Act, a
bipartisan bill that will give our airline
employees the tools that they need to
combat human trafficking and close off
the airways to perpetrators of this hei-
nous crime.

The Secure Our Skies, or SOS, Act
ensures that all airlines develop train-
ing for their frontline employees on the
best ways to recognize and report the
often subtle signs of human traf-
ficking. This legislation builds on the
work of the Blue Lightning campaign,
a voluntary program developed by the
Departments of Homeland Security and
Transportation with the assistance of
the Association of Flight Attendants,
who are real champions for this train-
ing.

Sadly, reported cases of human traf-
ficking are growing here at home and
around the globe. We all have to play a
role in stopping human trafficking, and
this legislation will ensure our airline
personnel can spot the signs and stop
the crimes.

———
KEEP POUNDING

(Mrs. ELLMERS of North Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend her remarks.)

Mrs. ELLMERS of North Carolina.
Mr. Speaker, ‘“Keep Pounding’ is the
motto of my Carolina Panthers and one
that transcends the football field.

Even when Sam Mills was diagnosed
with colon cancer—Sam was one of the
team’s coaches and a former player—he
kept fighting. He was undergoing radi-
ation and chemotherapy treatments
but kept pounding.

Now this phrase is used to inspire
players and to remind the team to keep
fighting, even when they are feeling
weak or run down.

Mr. Speaker, just as the Panthers
keep pounding all the way to the Super
Bowl, the Committee on Energy and
Commerce keeps pounding in a bipar-
tisan manner to discover cures and
fund research for many of the rare can-
cers and diseases that exist today.

The 21st Century Cures initiative,
which passed the House last July, will
allow us to develop cures for cancer,
like the one that took Sam Mills from
this world and the one that affects our
young superfan, Braylin Beam, who
courageously battles each day.

During this year’s Super Bowl, I en-
courage fans everywhere to remember
those who have been the inspiration be-
hind our motto, ‘“‘Keep Pounding.”

VICTIMS OF GUN VIOLENCE

(Mr. PETERS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PETERS. Mr. Speaker, Spring,
Texas, July 9, 2014:
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Stephen Robert Stay, 39 years old.

Katie Stay, 33 years old.

Brian Stay, 13.

Emily Stay, 9.

Rebecca Stay, 7.

Zachary Stay 4.

Pendleton, South Carolina, Novem-
ber 1, 2015:

Violet Taylor, 82 years old.

Barbara Scott, 80 years old.

Kathy Scott, 60.

Michael Scott, 59.

Rockford, Illinois, December 20, 2014:

Demontae Rhodes, 24 years old.

Martia Flint, 24.

Tyrone Smith, 6 years old.

Tobias Smith, 4 years old.

Topeka, Kansas, December 1, 2013:

Marvin Lewis Woods, 56 years old.

Carla Jean Avery, 45.

Eric Christopher Avery, 43.

Tamesha Lee, 34.

Dallas, Texas, August 7, 2013:

Zina Bowser, 47.

Toya Smith, 43 years old.

Neima Williams, 28.

Tasmia Allen, 27.

————
AMERICAN HEART MONTH

(Mrs. CAPPS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in recognition of American Heart
Month and to remind Members of this
week’s National Wear Red Day.

Each February here in Congress and
in communities around this country,
we join together to raise awareness of
heart disease, the number one cause of
death for women. In fact, every minute
heart disease kills another woman.

As co-chair of the bipartisan Con-
gressional Heart and Stroke Coalition,
I urge you to join us as we honor these
women and those who will be affected
in the future by participating in the
National Wear Red Day campaign on
Friday, February 5. By wearing red, we
will unite with women from around the
country to raise awareness of heart dis-
ease.

We can and we must continue to
work together on behalf of our loved
ones, our friends, our neighbors, and
everyone affected by heart disease. We
must reduce these numbers.

RECOGNIZING THE FIFTH
ANNIVERSARY OF TERRY’S HOUSE

(Mr. COSTA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
recognize the fifth anniversary of Ter-
ry’s House, a home that provides fami-
lies with a place to stay when their
loved ones are in critical care units at
Fresno’s Community Regional Medical
Center.

The inspiration for the home came
from Terry Richards, who suffered a se-
rious head trauma when he was a child,
and his mother had to travel over 80
miles a day to be with him.
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Now, thanks to Terry’s House, over
3,600 families from 42 States and 23
countries, who would otherwise have
found themselves in similar cir-
cumstances, have been provided with
an affordable, comfortable place to
stay across the street from the hospital
where their loved ones are.

Terry’s House is dependent on gen-
erous supporters. I would like to thank
them and their staff for all that they
do for a positive difference for the fam-
ilies who are going through this very,
very difficult time.

We cannot say thank you enough to
my friend, Tom Richards, and his
mother, Marie. Their efforts have made
this important home a reality for all as
a living memory for Terry, who is no
longer with us. Thank God for them
and thank God for Terry’s House.

———

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 3700, HOUSING OPPOR-
TUNITY THROUGH MODERNIZA-
TION ACT OF 2015

Mr. STIVERS. Mr. Speaker, by direc-
tion of the Committee on Rules, I call
up House Resolution 594 and ask for its
immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 594

Resolved, That at any time after adoption
of this resolution the Speaker may, pursuant
to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 3700) to pro-
vide housing opportunities in the United
States through modernization of various
housing programs, and for other purposes.
The first reading of the bill shall be dis-
pensed with. All points of order against con-
sideration of the bill are waived. General de-
bate shall be confined to the bill and shall
not exceed one hour equally divided and con-
trolled by the chair and ranking minority
member of the Committee on Financial
Services. After general debate the bill shall
be considered for amendment under the five-
minute rule. In lieu of the amendment in the
nature of a substitute recommended by the
Committee on Financial Services now print-
ed in the bill, it shall be in order to consider
as an original bill for the purpose of amend-
ment under the five-minute rule an amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute consisting
of the text of Rules Committee Print 114-42.
That amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute shall be considered as read. All points
of order against that amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute are waived. No amend-
ment to that amendment in the nature of a
substitute shall be in order except those
printed in the report of the Committee on
Rules accompanying this resolution. Each
such amendment may be offered only in the
order printed in the report, may be offered
only by a Member designated in the report,
shall be considered as read, shall be debat-
able for the time specified in the report
equally divided and controlled by the pro-
ponent and an opponent, shall not be subject
to amendment, and shall not be subject to a
demand for division of the question in the
House or in the Committee of the Whole. All
points of order against such amendments are
waived. At the conclusion of consideration of
the bill for amendment the Committee shall
rise and report the bill to the House with
such amendments as may have been adopted.
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Any Member may demand a separate vote in
the House on any amendment adopted in the
Committee of the Whole to the bill or to the
amendment in the nature of a substitute
made in order as original text. The previous
question shall be considered as ordered on
the bill and amendments thereto to final
passage without intervening motion except
one motion to recommit with or without in-
structions.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Ohio is recognized for 1
hour.

Mr. STIVERS. Mr. Speaker, for the
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. HASTINGS), pending
which I yield myself such time as I
may consume. During consideration of
this resolution, all time yielded is for
the purpose of debate only.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. STIVERS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio?

There was no objection.

O 1230

Mr. STIVERS. Mr. Speaker, on Mon-
day, the Rules Committee met and re-
ported out a rule for H.R. 3700, the
Housing Opportunity Through Mod-
ernization Act of 2015. House Resolu-
tion 594 provides a structured rule for
consideration of H.R. 3700.

The resolution provides 1 hour of de-
bate equally divided between the chair
and ranking minority member of the
Committee on Financial Services. Ad-
ditionally, the resolution provides for
consideration of 14 amendments offered
to H.R. 3700. Finally, Mr. Speaker, the
resolution provides a motion to recom-
mit for the bill.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of the resolution and the underlying
legislation. H.R. 3700 is a package of
several bipartisan provisions that have
been voted on by the House Financial
Services Committee and received bi-
partisan support multiple times since
2006 in both Republican and Demo-
cratic Congresses.

H.R. 3700 cuts down on inefficient and
duplicative regulations. The bill em-
ploys a commonsense approach to miti-
gating the overlapping and redundant
procedures that have made rental as-
sistance programs unnecessarily bur-
densome for some tenants as well as
private owners and investors in afford-
able housing.

The portions of H.R. 3700 that are
particularly important to me and
many of the large metropolitan hous-
ing authorities around the country cre-
ate positive changes based on project-
based vouchers.

The Columbus Metropolitan Housing
Authority, in my hometown, does a lot
of vouchers. They have a strong record
of converting slums into mixed-income
neighborhoods. They help make sure
that the needs of those who live there
come first and that we help build
strong communities around them.
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An integral part of this approach is
often project-based vouchers that can
be provided to encourage the develop-
ment of mixed-income housing facili-
ties. However, because the Columbus
Metropolitan Housing Authority is ap-
proaching its cap for project-based
vouchers, as many metropolitan hous-
ing authorities around the country are,
their capacity to build new mixed-in-
come communities that are thriving
and strong is at risk.

This bill authorizes public housing
authorities to project-base up to 20 per-
cent of its authorized voucher alloca-
tion rather than 20 percent of its
voucher funding. This change ensures
that the unauthorized number of
vouchers is more stable. It will help
make it easier for housing authorities
to plan their future investments in the
communities they serve.

Knowing Charles Hillman and the
great people at the Columbus Metro-
politan Housing Authority and the
great work they do, I would sure hate
to see them taken off the front lines in
our war against poverty. We need to
make this change. It is just one exam-
ple of something that is really good in
this bill.

According to the Congressional Budg-
et Office, this bill is projected to actu-
ally save $311 billion in discretionary
spending over just the next b years.
The savings associated with the flexi-
bilities and regulatory burden relief
provided to local housing authorities
will result in substantial improvement
in the return on investment for tax-
payers and help make sure that the af-
fordable housing programs we have are
sustainable.

Mr. Speaker, the bill passed the Fi-
nancial Services Committee, which I
serve on, with a vote of 44-10—a strong
bipartisan vote.

It is my understanding that the spon-
sor of this legislation has worked over
the past few weeks with the ranking
member of the committee, Ms. MAXINE
WATERS of California, to address an
amendment that she offered—which
has been made in order under the
rule—which will alleviate the concerns
of some Members about this legisla-
tion.

So, even though it only passed 44-10—
which is pretty good—I think we can
actually see a bigger improvement
when it hits the floor, because I think
the sponsor has worked with the rank-
ing member, Ms. MAXINE WATERS of
California, to alleviate some of those
concerns.

I look forward to debating this bill
with our House colleagues, and I urge
support for both the rule and the un-
derlying legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I thank my friend, the gentleman
from Ohio, for yielding me the cus-
tomary 30 minutes for debate.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to discuss
H.R. 3700, the Housing Opportunity
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